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nt 25 he 8 e for the E ay * 
in reply to the Rev. Mr. BuTLER's- 


pamphlet, which appeared in the 
a FREEMAN's JOURNAL of the | 
*.. of HF. ebruary inſtant, f. gned | 
-Prito-CLERICUS, - 
has. induced the Printer to comply with 


| the defire of many well-wiſhers of our 
e C 1 in 9 Yong # th 


| To o the COMMITT EE for conduRtiri the 
1 05 FREE: PRESS. To 


| Ar TER the full WR Ol the Subject 
of Tithes has already received :—after the 
calumnies ſo induftriouſly diſperſed againſt 
the Clergy have been fo ably refuted ; after 
the Clergy, in the public mind, are honorably 
acquitted of the inhuman crimes. of- ra 
city, cruelty and oppreſſion, with which they | 
have been ſo frequently and ſo publicly 
charged; and after the reſult of every enquiry 
into their character and conduct not only re- 
dounds to their honour, but evidently proves 
them to be a claſs of men much injured in 
reputation and property, it muſt be thou * 
unneceſſary to 9 thing farther = that 
2 


3 


VVV 


Bot there exiſts at Nieſent än zoheomitint. | 
6 *Wntrtatibes, which neither ought or fhall be 
paſſed over in ſilence. Among theſe may well 


be reckoned a letter ſig ned James Butler, ad- 
_ drefled to Lord 1 6105 publiſhed in à pam- 
phler, and afterwards: circalated thro! the kibs⸗ 
dom in ſome of our public prints. 


The object of the writer is- to 5” So that 


Be coniclufions deduced by my Lord Biſhop 
of Gloyne from the Nuncio's letter of 1786, 


and fron the oath taken by Pop ii 
previous to their conſecration, are falſe. How 


| far he has ſucceeded ſhall be the ſubject of 


this letter: Mr. Butler admits; that if the 
deductions of my Lord Biſhop of Cloyne are 
well founded, the Roman Catholics cannot be 
entitled to the protection of a Proteſtant 
Government; but he denies the fact, and 


Biſhops i 


ſupports his aſſertion by alluding to a correſ- 
pondence he has had on that ſubject with the 


Court of Rome. But I would aſk this gentle- 


man, can any correſpondence he may pleaſe - 


to engage in deprive men of the uſe of their 
reaſon? or can he produce any document or 


any papal official epiſtle that can convince any = 
rational Proteſtant that a doctrine always con- 


ſidered as a tenet of the Church of Rome, 


_ openly avowed by the Pope's repreſentative, 


and publiſhed with terms of rapturous pane- 


gyric by a Titular Biſhop of Ireland, is not. . 


rently an article of their belief? 


But Mr. Butler ſays, that the Nuncio PI 
| afterwards conzerned for having written that 


N I be letter. 


vv 32 


* 
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better Was" its WATT he pes altea his 
opinion No, but ſober reflection convinced 
him, that letters of that tendency, Publiſhed 
in a Proteſtant Government, where Popery 
exiſted . only by a tolerent connivance, muſt 
neceſſarily not only withdraw from them every 
countenance and protection, but alſo for ever 
fruſtrate every effort to obtain a repeal of the 
penal Laws, which the mildneſs of Govern- 
ment gave them great reaſon to ex pett at tlie 
time. Mr. Butler, the author of the pamph . 
let, ſcemed well aware of theſe circumſ tances, 
and had by his own. acknowledgment an 
antidote ready for the occaſion: He, with 
thoſe Gentlemen, whom he calls his f. uffraga 
condemned his letter, and Burke's ee 
tons of it, which condemnation” they have 
now ready to produce. What became. of this 


ſentence fheſe fixteen years paſt ? It was con- 


fined to the breaſts of the Popiſh Clergy alone, 
and the laity were to continue under the in- 
fluence 6f an error which has notorioully 
been their predominant ſpring of action. 
But füppoſing that ſuch condemnation did 
actually take place, and that Mr. Butler and 


"His ſuffragants were ſerious, and that they 


d ceeded on the occaſion without equivoca- 


180 f, &c. will any man preſume to ſay, that 
the opinion of a few "obſcure Iriſh: Popiſn 


Biſhops will overthrow! a principle which, as 


the Nuncio truely obſer ves, was received in 
Popiſh countries, and ſometimes afferted bß 
"Fm wand of Rome itſelf. "IV coneriveuck 
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an iden muſt be ridiculous, and: any man 
a 


muſt 


trude ſuch an abſurdity on their belief.”; + 


But Mr. Butler has produced to the Primate, 


and to my Lord Pery, letters from the Court 


of Rome, approving of the conduct of himſelf 


and his ſuffragans, . as he is pleaſed to ſtile 
them. I muſt own he has aged. with wiſe 


precaution venienti occurrite morgo is his 5 
motto. I ſee too much ſyſtem not to doubt 
of his ſincerity if he is candid, let him 


produce the whole correſpondence then we 
will fairly ſee for what reaſons, and upon 


what account, this approbation was obtained. * 
ye well know that an official letter, written 


or a particular purpoſe, will be couched in 
language adapted to the deſign, whatever may 
be the internal ſentiments. of the writer: it 


| rec uired very little penetration to foreſee that 


muſt one day. or. other riſe in F ori 
therefore, required, that Mr. Butler ſnould be 
armed at all points to ſuſtain the ſnock. To 


do Mr. Butler juſtice, he has ated like a wiſe 


i and may well uſe the words of Hector, 
Si Frrgama de efend?! 2 7 eliam hac dexira de- 


ena ez 
i= dee, 8. explanation 5 the: onions: 
| part of a Popiſh Biſhop's oath is extraordinary 
indeed. He either miſtakes or miſrepreſents 
the meaning of the word ordine, which ob- 
ade means rank—ſo that ſalvo meo ordine 


muſt 


=” 


ve a pitiful opinion of the intellects 
of Proteſtants before he could attempt to ob- 
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m mean that due obedjence wilt hal aid to 


the Court of Rome, at the ſame hte that 
Biſhops, ſo ſwearing, will not ſacrifies to the 


Pope the particular privileges annexed to 


their reſpective dioceſes. "Theſe: words Mr. 


Butler ſhould know were artfully introduced 


into the oath when the Roman Pontiffs began 
to arrogate to themſelves the favourite titles 


of univerſal ſupremacy and infallibility, and 


were calculated to render the new fangled 
oath more palatable and eaſy of digeſtion. I 
cannot ſee By what new gonſtruction Mr. But- 
ler, or any other advocate for his cauſe, can N 


interpret ordine in this paſſage, or indeed in 
any other, by the word tale, no ingenuity 


N torture it into ſuch a 3 


When gentlemen thigk proper to lubwit 


pi thoughts to public intpection, candour | 


ſhould pervadę their ſentiments. I am afraid 


| 7 is not the caſe in Mr. Butler's pamphlet. 


J ſhould be happy to aſcribe. deficiencies, on 


: this-head, to ignorance; rather than to an in- 


tended miſrepreſentation. But it would be 


an inſult to decency and common. ſenſe to 
ſuppoſe; that any man who has receiyed 2 
liberal education ſhould be ignorant of the 
genuine fignification of a few: plain Latin 
words. Mr. Butler, by his explanation! of the 
words heretiros perſequar & impugnabe, diveſts 
theſe formidable accents of their wonted ter- 
rors. According to the Doctor's commentary | 
they very innocently mean, that eyery. Biſhop | 


takes upon himſelf to be ever carneſt in op. 
_ poſing | 


13 * 


piling an refuting, by the ſpiritual weapons 
of the Goſpel, all broachers'of doctrines con- 
trary to its prineiples. A ſchookboy could 
inform Doctor Butler that per ſeguar and im- 


pugnabbihave very different ſignifications; that 


the former implies every ſpecies of torture, and 
every other bodily puniſhment; and chat the 


latter, though generally applied to an op 
> by argument, is as a pplicable to violent, 


- h not excruciating meaſures, as the for 

mer. It is well known that the humane FJudger 
of the Inguiſtibn underſtoòd the words in this 
ſenſe. Their comments, written in crimſon 5 


characters, will fally ſhew how "differently 


continental and infultr Popith! Doctors expound 
the learned languages. In Ireland We havt 
little to fear from th&ſe formidable words, of 
fuch magical import as to have produced tr. 
gical ſcenes of carnuage and maſſacre, whilt 
we 626 preſer ve our preſent happy Conſtjtu- - 
tion in Church and State; but ſhould Protef- 
tantiſm loſe its preſent aſcendancy, and Pope- 


be eſtabliſhed en its ruins, we would then, 
I fear, find, to our coſt, that Mr. Butler and 


his ſaffragans (as he ſtiles them) would not be 


altogether ſo moderate in their own commen- 
taries, nor ſo haſty to condemn the tenets 
their brethren the Ultramontaniſts; but I 
hope that neither Ultramontanifts or Intra- 


montaniſts will ever have any aſcendancy in 


this country—Iriſh Proteſtants are enemies to 
perſecution—we want no tevival of Smithfield 


\yagoGics. Ws 
| 4 — Mr. 
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Mr. Butler's zeal, in the Papal cd; has 
da him to forget not only his good breed- - 


85 ing, but alſo his ſituation. Was it conſiſtent - 


with the politeneſs of a gentleman, to tell my 


a man in Mr. 
zeal is productive of ſo frantic an intemperance 


Lord Biſhop of Cloyne, that his arguments 
were falſe and unjuſt? Did ſuch terms become 


Butler's ſituation? But no 


as the Eccleſiaſtic, particularly when its baſis 
is founded in bigotry and ſuperſtition. 


If Mr. Butler and other Popiſh prieſts arro- 


gate to themſelves titles, and exerciſe functions 


contrary to laws ſtill unrepealed, they ſhould 


content themſelves with the private poſſeſſion, 
and not inſult the Conſtitution by publickly 
aſſuming prelatical appellations. Mr. Butler, 


it is true, does not directly ſtile himſelf an 
Archbiſhop. but repeatedly talks of his ſuffra- 
gans, which is an indirect claim to that title, 


at the ſame time that it unequivocally. dubs 
the men he alludes to with that of Biſhop. 


| This indiſcretion he ſhould be. aſhamed of, as 


it argues an equal degree of pee and "I 


Wings 
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PHILO-CLERICUS. : 
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